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Adolfo Saldana Pedroza, director of irradiation testing for the government's National Nuclear
Research Institute (Instituto Nacional de Investigaciones Nucleares, ININ) told El Financiero
International business newspaper that the government is working to convince private companies
to build five food irradiation facilities in Mexico. According to Saldana, demand from US food
companies for the services provided by the irradiation facilities will increase once the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) is implemented. Food irradiation is an alternative to
conventional preservation methods such as heating, chilling or chemical spraying. The nuclear
process sterilizes edible goods by bombarding them with gamma rays. Saldana said the institute
is trying to attract private investors to build plants in the north-central cities of San Luis Potosi,
Zacatecas, Aguascalientes, Monterrey and Nogales, which are favored because of their proximity to
the US. Plans to build a facility to treat 150 million kg. of fresh fruit in Nogales, Sinaloa state, were
suspended because of protests from US and Canadian environmentalists. Gustavo Liceaga Correa,
head of ININ's cobalt-60 irradiation program, said an irradiating plant 20 miles west of Mexico City
has processed about 1,700 metric tons of dried food, but the facility does not treat fresh food. Liceaga
said the institute has not been able to expand the functions of the plant because of public opinion,
which ties irradiation too closely to nuclear energy. Consumer and environmental opposition
worldwide has led several European countries and the US to prohibit the use of the technology.
Nevertheless, Liceaga said the institute is proceeding with its efforts to promote construction of the
facilities. He said 10 companies have expressed strong interest. (Source: El Financiero International,
11/30/92)
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